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WHY AM I HERE?

                               AM I DREAMING?

                              WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD?

   HOW DID THE WORLD BEGIN?

                    IS THERE A GOD?

If you have ever asked yourself any of these questions, then you are on your way to becoming a philosopher. A philosopher is somebody who is puzzled by the world, and then asks questions about it. Although we all wonder about the unknown, some people have explored it more single-mindedly than others. Those people who are called great philosophers actually challenge and alter the way we think. Because of this, we remember them. 

SO WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?

Philosophers rarely agree about this. However it is possible to give general guidelines.

Philosophy begins with a sense of wonder at the world - when we no longer take things for granted. We question how things are. Philosophy explores what we don't know. When answers are found, philosophy becomes science. Science is about what we know, and how we know it. The difference between science and philosophy is that philosophy suggests ideas about what is not known. As times change there are always new questions.
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 Democritus (460-361BC)

                                                                                                          Pythagoras the early

                                                                                                          Carnivor or Vegitarian?
When did it all start?

It would be fair to say that people have always asked themselves questions about the world they live in. There have probably been great philosophers that we know nothing about, because their ideas were never recorded. Every society has had its own philosophers, whose ideas reflect their individual cultures. Their teachings have led to different traditions of philosophy, such as 'Eastern', 'Western', or 'African'.

This course explores the history of Western Philosophy, which grew out of Europe over 2,500 years ago. The first great Western Philosophers lived in what today is Greece, Italy, and Turkey. At that time there was a lot of sea trade between countries around the Mediterranean coast, which led to an exchange of ideas. These early thinkers were influenced by Egyptians and Babylonian ideas, so the roots of Western Philosophy can be found in Africa.

What's the use of Philosophy?

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and even Mathematics all used to be part of philosophy. But as technology advanced, philosophy and science separated. So what is the use of philosophy today? In fact, philosophers are much sought after, since they are trained to think clearly about problems. Newspapers and other media often ask their opinions about current topics. Even governments, hospitals, museums and architects seek their advice.

Many philosophers work in universities, teaching young people how to think and argue clearly by studying other philosophers. The following questions are examples of those that philosophers ask today.

Is a computer virus alive?

Many philosophers use issues like computer viruses to question what life really is. There are many similarities between a computer virus and a human virus. A computer virus can spread from computer to computer just as flue, for instant, can spread from person to person. A computer virus can lie in a computer without being active, just as a person can have a virus and not be aware of it. A human virus is a string of coded information surrounded by proteins. A computer virus is also coded information, stored by electricity. The difference becomes even smaller when we consider that proteins are made up of atoms, [image: image6.jpg]


which are electrically charged.

 Magnified virus structure 

Philosophers argue that life can be defined as information passing itself on. A computer virus is information that reproduces itself. Humans reproduce themselves via information stored in their genes.

Are we playing God?
[image: image7.png]


Ethics – the question of what is right and what is wrong -- has always been of concern to philosophers. Advances in science are making possible what was once impossible. This has thrown new questions into focus. Today there are special committees to decide the limits to set in areas such as medicine, microbiology, and genetic engineering. Issues such as cloning (making an exact genetic replica of something) are hotly debated.

Hello Dolly!

Dolly looks and behaves just like any

other sheep. What makes Dolly

unique is that she is a clone. 

It is now technically possible

to clone a person.

What right do we have?
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Our relationship with animals probably raises more ethical questions than any other. Do we humans have a right to use animals for our own ends? Some people maintain that we are superior because we have evolved beyond animal instinct. Others that only humans have souls This attitude was shared by philosophers in the past. Descartes thought that animals had no feelings.

More intelligent than humans?

Dolphins have much

bigger brains than

we do and 

have a 

sophisticated

"language".

Some animals display distinctly "human" traits: pets have performed acts of bravery, and some monkeys can even do maths!

Is time travel possible?

The idea of zipping around the galaxy in a time machine is another of science fiction's favourite themes. The nature of time is one of the fundamental questions in philosophy. Until Einstein came up with his theory of relativity, science had assumed that time and space were fixed backdrops to scientific inquiry. 

But Einstein proved that time slows down the faster an object moves. At 90 per cent the speed of light, a clock takes an hour to record 26 minutes. At light 
Albert Einstein came up 

with the theory at age 26

speed time slows to zero. So what would happen if we could travel faster than light speed?


Action Replay

Superman's special powers

allow him to fly so fast

that he can reverse time.

Is time a giant zip that can move in only one direction? What if we could go back and alter the past…?


People spend about a third of their lives asleep. It seems perfectly reasonable that the body needs to rest, but what about dreams?

Despite investigation, very little is actually known about why we dream. And dreaming isn't exclusive to humans either – as anyone who has ever watched a sleeping pet is aware. So what is the mind playing at? In the world of dreams the laws of nature do not seem to apply. But dreams seem real at the time. They even cause physical reactions in the sleeper. No wonder so many philosophers think that beyond this life is another "higher" reality.

I wonder what the world is made of?


Might be lots of tiny particles?





I reckon that all animals have souls! So I will NOT eat meat!!!





I think, therefore I am
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Sweet Dreams
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